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of this city, but they do not give its name. Diodorus, however,
adds that it was built on a very favourable site near the sea,
but above the reach of the highest tides.
The occurrence of the name of R&mbdgk at so great a
distance to the west of the Indus, and at so early a period
as the time of Alexander, is very interesting and important,
as it shows not only the wide extension of Hindu influence
hi ancient times, but also the great antiquity of the story
of RSma. It is highly improbable that such a name, with its
attendant pilgrimages, could have been imposed on the place
after the decay of Hindu influence.1 During the flourishing
period of Buddhism many of the provinces to the west of
the Indus adopted the Indian religion, -which must have
had a powerful influence on the manners and language
of the people. But the expedition of Alexander preceded the
extension of Buddism, and I can therefore only attribute
the old name Rambakia to a period anterior to Darius
Hystaspes.
These districts are described by Hwen Thsang under the
general name of Lang-kie-k, which M. Julien renders by
Langala. M. de St. Martin, however, refers it to the tribe
oiLanga, but it is extremely doubtful whether this is an
ancient name. The other name of Langalas, quoted from the
Vishnu Purina, is only a variant reading of Jdngalas, which
is almost certainly the correct form, as it is immediately
followed by Kuru-JAngolas. Hwen Thsang fixes the capital
of 'lang-hie-lo at 2000 lif or 333 miles, to the west of Kotcsar
in Kachh. But as this bearing would place it in the middle
of the Indian Ocean, the true direction must be north-west.
Now this latter bearing and distance correspond with the
position of the great ruined city of Lftkori&n> which Masson*
1.   Hingulaj (Khingalatchi) is mentioned by the Tibetan Taranath,
see Vassilief/ French translation, p. 45, as a Rakshasa in the vest of
India, beyond Barukacha, or Baroch.
2.   -Kiiat/ p. 63; and 'Bilncbistan/ ii 46.